Evidence for Prosecution.
Dr Bernard H. Spilabury
of vomiting, and as long as some was retained and passed down the
intestine, I should expect to find a certain amount; not very much,
but a certain amount.
I want to ask about the arsenic passing through the body. Am
I right in saying the question of time during which arsenic would
pass through the body varies a great deal in different cases?—Of
course, yes.
You have given us a time which you think is, I suppose, the
medium time?—An approximate average time.
But it does vary very much?—Yes, it must do so.
Of course, it varies, does it not, very much first of all as to
whether the arsenic is taken with food or without 1—Yes.
It also varies very much with whether the arsenic is taken
in fluid form or in a more solid form which has to dissolve?—Yea,
and also, of course, whether it is taken with or at the same time as
solid food, or whether the food itself is fluid,
I do not want to go into detail in the matter at all, but am I
right in saying that there are many cases, I dare say some known
to you personally, but also reported cases, where large doses of
arsenic have been taken four, five, six, or even seven days before
death where you found a large quantity of arsenic remaining in the
body after death?—Yes, there are, even as long a period, I think
you said, as seven days.
Seven or eight days?—Occasionally, yes.
When I say in the body, I want to go a little more particularly
into that. Are there not cases where a person has taken a large
dose of arsenic six, seven, or eight days before death and you would
find a quantity of arsenic absorbed in the liver ?—Yes.
Where you still found traces of it in the caecum ?—Yes, certainly
traces in the coecum.
Everything can be discovered, I know, by Mr. Webster, how-
ever infinitesimal, but a real trace?—Yes.
Supposing a case where arsenic has been taken in a large dose
six, seven, or eight days before death, would not you expect to find
fatty degeneration of the liver and kidneys?—Yes, I should.
And very probably some signs of dilatation of the heart?—Oh,
yes, certainly.
And during the period from the time of the large dose until
death you would not be surprised, would you, to have more or less
constant vomiting?—Well, if it were a period of six or seven days
from the taking of a single dose, I should not expect the action on
the stomach to continue severely all that time.
I quite agree. From time to time during the six or seven
days would it be very extraordinary if vomiting did go on from
time to time with remissions?—I should not expect so much re-
mission as, if anything, a gradua^ diminution in the vomiting and
an improvement in that symptom.
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